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Delightful book of witty poems
and profound prose

el Quirky, touching and
full of wit, this
collection of ‘poems
and stories of a

4 musical life by one of

Britain’s leading mandolin players is
an unexpected delight. Mayor’s live
shows are celebrated not only for their
musicianship but for his humorous
anecdotes, poetry and off-the-cuff wit.
The freewheeling mix translates to the

page with a natural and engaging ease.

The poems range from smart verses
(The psychiatrist told me stop
gambling/You'll lose all your cash

if you don’t/He said he was sure he
could cure me/I answered, T'll wager
you won’t) to the unashamedly
romantic (‘The Kissing Gate’) via

character sketches (‘Old Arthur
Blenkinsop’) and celebrations of
nature in the spirit of Gerard Manley
Hopkins (‘Red Kite’).

The prose passages are sometimes
poignant, sometimes mordant, as
Mayor describes the delights of the
places where he has lived (Ilkley and
Reading), a year spent in Poland
before the Iron Curtain came down,
touring the US, and the joy of
performing for children, among other
eclectic topics. Throughout the book’s
92 pages, his words are illustrated
by delightful drawings in chalk and
crayon by his partner, the singer
Hilary James, with whom Mayor
regularly performs. There’s even an
‘augmented reality’ app, which means
when you scan the pages with a tablet
or smartphone, the poems are recited
out loud, accompanied by music and
video. This reviewer was too much
of Luddite to try this, but pleads in
defence that the work is so satisfying
in its old-fashioned page-turning
form that further stimulation was
deemed superfluous.
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